
  

       

Dear Parents,  

How does reading in Reception work and how can you help your child to read at home? 

Research shows that the most important thing you can do to help your child achieve at school is 

read with them. Little and often is the key! 

There are four things that your child needs to learn to do in order to be a successful reader: 

1) Decode words in their book by blending sounds together (b-e-d – bed). 

2) Identify words that cannot be blended by sight (the, said, my, he). 

3) Discuss what has happened in the story, answering questions (who are the characters? What 

do you think will happen next?) 

4) Enjoy stories and the process of reading! 

Reading with your child should be enjoyable. The more fun you have, the more likely you are to 

instill a love of reading. Encourage discussion with your child when reading with them. They will 

probably ask you some interesting questions, so don’t be afraid to stop reading and explore 

these further. 

Your children will listen to an adult read at school at least once a week and will have a new 

reading book when the adult is confident that the child is ready to move on. We encourage that 

as part of the weekly process for reading at home you:- 

1. Let your child make predictions about the story. Then read the story to the child 

discussing characters and story settings with them (1st time reading book) 

2. Let your child read the title and talk about who the characters are and where the story 

is set (2nd time reading book). 

3. Let children read the first half of the book to you, answering questions and recognising 

key words (3rd time reading book). 

4. Let children read the second half of the book to you, answering questions and 

recognizing key words (4th time reading book). 

5. Let children read the whole story to you to ensure children are reading words by sight 

and are developing some degree of fluency (5th time reading the book). 

If your child is able to read their book fluently and confidently and answer questions about 

their story with understanding then please encourage your children to read words out of order. 

Can they still identify the word when it is not written in a context? Finally if your child can do 

all of the above with you then let them choose one of their favourite stories from home and 

spend time helping them to read this. Reading does not only include school reading scheme 

books, any books that the child enjoys reading with you will help them to develop as a reader. 

 



  

Please can you include any reading opportunities that you share with your child in the reading 

diary so that we are fully aware of the reading opportunities that you are sharing together. 

Here are some tips for engaging reluctant readers, if your child is not overly interested in 

reading stories and reading with you on a 1:1 basis: 

– Listen to audiobooks to get them interested in stories (details below) 

– Show them that you love reading too. Visit the library together and choose some books for you 

and for them. 

– Go for something that you know will engage your child. Perhaps they are really into wildlife, so 

a non-fiction book may be a good place to start. 

– Ensure your child can easily access books in your home. Have shelves at child height and books 

in each room. 

Helping your child at home  - Online links and resources 

Please find below details of free online resources that may be of interest to you to use at home 

with your child. The resources are all linked to the New Curriculum and cover Maths, Reading, 

English.  

http://www.oxfordowl.co

.uk/for-home/  

(free to use but you 

need to register as a 

parent first) 

Reading 

‘eBooks’ 

Online resource of 250 x free ‘eBooks for all ages (can also 

be used on a tablet) 

Reading tips   Reading at home – top tips for parents  

Phonics advice   Phonics advice 

 Grammar, punctuation and spelling jargon buster and 

activities  

 Encouraging writing 

 Encouraging reading  

Kids Barn   Online activity sheets and colouring  

Maths   Maths Jargon buster 

 Maths activities for home  

 Maths in schools booklets  

http://www.familymaths

toolkit.org.uk/ 

Maths  Activities, advice and online resources for children and 

parents to improve their maths skills. 

 

Yours sincerely 

Mrs Wynne  

 

   

 


