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Marking Policy September 2016 
‘Teachers check pupils’ understanding systematically and effectively in lessons, offering clearly 
directed and timely support.’ 

‘Teachers provide pupils with incisive feedback, in line with the school’s assessment policy, about 
what pupils can do to improve their knowledge, understanding and skills. The pupils use this 
feedback effectively. Pupils are eager to know how to improve their learning. They capitalise on 

opportunities to use feedback, written or oral, to improve.’ Ofsted Handbook September 2016. 
 

OVERVIEW 
The purposes of this policy are to inform and share expectations with all staff so that there is a clear 

and consistent approach to marking and feedback across the school. 

 

OBJECTIVES  
 To ensure that all children have their work marked in such a way that it will improve their 

learning, develop their self-confidence, raise their self-esteem and provide opportunities for 

self-assessment. 

 As a result of this policy there will be greater consistency in the way that children’s work is 

marked across the school. 

 

GUIDELINES 

LITERACY 
 Learning challenges (?) must be given at the start of every lesson. 

 Children should be made aware of any success criteria which their work will be 

marked/assessed against.  

 For end of unit and extended pieces of writing, visual/coded marking strips will be used for 

both the children and teachers to assess against. For the most part, these will be matched to 

age related expectations. They will need to be used for both the draft and final versions. 

 Marking must provide the children with focused feedback based upon the learning challenge 

/ success criteria. 

 It is essential that the learning needs of individual children are understood and work / LCs and 

SC are matched and marked appropriately. 

 Where appropriate, comments can be linked to the children’s individual/group targets. 

 

 ‘Green for Good and Think Pink’. 

 Green for Good = the children have achieved or are working towards the learning challenge 

and success criteria – comments written in green. 

 Think Pink = an area for children to develop/improve for next time. This could be directly 

related to the success criteria, targets, corrections or application of basic skills – comments 

written in pink. 

 Comments should inform the children of where their errors and misconceptions lie within the 

piece of work; making it clear what is wrong and what they need to do to put it right.  
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 Pink comments need to relate to the task that they have completed, they should be 

contextualised and focus on improving their work. 

 Fix it time must be given to the children. 

 Successes must be ticked in green, these should relate to the learning challenge/success 

criteria and/or a basic skill. 

 Incorrect answers identified by a pink dot. 

 Basic skills errors, including spellings, (related to the child’s ability and their knowledge and 

understanding) should be circled in pink. However, please note, children need to be working 

towards meeting end of year expectations. 

 All basic skills mistakes should be corrected in all books; children should go back and correct 

the errors.  

 Staff should model their high expectations within their feedback e.g. correct spellings and 

punctuation used. 

 Dates and learning challenges also need to be checked. 

 Codes– 

S    = support (to show if the teacher / TA have supported the child/group) 

I = independent 

 
Oral Feedback  
This should be encouraged, not only in EYFS and KS1 but throughout the school. When oral feedback 

is given, the teacher / TA should mark the work in purple (intervention marking – at the point of 

learning). Any other comments after the lesson will be written in pink and green. 

 

Self – assessment - evaluating / editing / drafting 

Children should mark and make any changes in purple when self- assessing and editing their work. 

Children will use marking strips to identify whether they have met the success criteria or not. The 

children can use green to identify their successes throughout their work. 

At the drafting stage for end of unit and extended pieces of writing, teachers should give generic 

advice in order for the children to evaluate and edit their own work. Detailed marking (green and 

pink) will come once the children have completed their final version in their independent writing 

books. 


