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Marking Policy September 2016 
‘Teachers check pupils’ understanding systematically and effectively in lessons, offering clearly 
directed and timely support.’ 

‘Teachers provide pupils with incisive feedback, in line with the school’s assessment policy, about 
what pupils can do to improve their knowledge, understanding and skills. The pupils use this 
feedback effectively. Pupils are eager to know how to improve their learning. They capitalise on 

opportunities to use feedback, written or oral, to improve.’ Ofsted Handbook September 2015 

 

OVERVIEW 
The purposes of this policy are to inform and share expectations with all staff so that there is a clear 

and consistent approach to marking and feedback across the school. 

 

OBJECTIVES  
 To ensure that all children have their work marked in such a way that it will improve their 

learning, develop their self-confidence, raise their self-esteem and provide opportunities for 

self-assessment. 

 As a result of this policy there will be greater consistency in the way that children’s work is 

marked across the school. 

 

GUIDELINES 

MATHS 
 Learning challenges (?) must be given at the start of every lesson. 

 Marking must provide the children with focused feedback on where their errors and 

misconceptions lie; making it clear what is wrong and what to do to put it right. 

 Marking needs to focus on the mathematical content of that lesson and it needs to provide 

opportunities for the children to reflect and improve through ‘Fix it Time’. 

 Fix it Time firstly must address any misconceptions; particularly fluency issues, or to deepen 

the children’s learning with reasoning or problem solving questions. 

 Fix it Time then must encourage the use of ‘why and how’ to deepen understanding – E.g. 

getting the children to explain their thoughts / reasoning - ‘I think because…’  

 Where possible, provide children with opportunities to demonstrate they have the ability to 

work at a higher level linked to their ARE. E.g. The children have fully understood the concept 

of near doubles to 20; their challenge is to answer: “Why does 30 + 29 + 31 = 90” OR 

Instead of asking: ‘Can you round 325 to the nearest 10?’ Pose a reasoning or problem solving 
question: “I’m thinking of a number. When I round it to the nearest 10 I get 460. List the 
numbers I could be thinking of.” 

 Use the NCTEM assessment materials and White Rose Maths Hub materials to support the 
challenges that are set by the teachers. 
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 There needs to be a strategic use of Assessment for Learning (AfL) within lessons, therefore 

there needs to be a greater emphasis on ‘Intervention Marking’ – marking at the point of 

learning to enable teachers to identify children who have grasped concepts quickly and those 

who have misconceptions. The teacher is to provide support to unpick the misconceptions 

and develop a more solid understanding of the lesson content. 

 Where marking has occurred WITHIN the lesson; a purple tick or dot must be used. 

 Any further marking (at the end of the day), must be marked in green and pink – again ticks 

and dots to identify correct / incorrect answers. The colours are used to distinguish whether 

the work was marked at the point of learning or not. 

 A challenge / next step may be given at the end of the piece of work in pink OR printed out 

and stuck into the children’s books if it has been created electronically. The next step / 

challenge will be dependent on whether the child has met the learning challenge or not. 

Fluency questions may be set to address misconceptions, or reasoning or problem solving 

questions may be set to deepen the children’s understanding (refer to NCTEM and White Rose 

materials to support). Or it may be appropriate to get the children to explain their thoughts / 

reasoning - ‘I think because…’  

  

For example: 

 
 Numerical errors circled in purple / pink (depending on when the work was marked). 

 Staff should model their high expectations within their feedback e.g. correct spellings and 

punctuation used. 

 Dates and learning challenges also need to be checked. 

 Codes– S    = support (what the teacher / support staff did to develop understanding)   

       MC = misconception (when picked up through intervention or end of day marking) 

 

 Children need to assess their work through ‘ Self-Assessment Faces’. 

 Children assess and record their learning with regard to a piece of work. 

 

       

 

 

Smiley face = I understood the learning challenge 

In-between face = I understood most of the learning challenge 

Sad face = I didn’t understand the learning challenge 
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 As the children move up through the school, they can explain their choice with regards to learning 

issues based on how much they understood the learning challenge, whether the tasks were 

suitable with regards to pitch / learning styles. 


