Learning in EYFS:
What DT Subject Leaders Need to Know

The EYFS framework is structured very differently to the national curriculum as it is organised across
seven areas of learning rather than subject areas. The aim of this document is to help subject leaders to
understand how the skills taught across EYFS feed into national curriculum subjects.

This document demonstrates which early years outcomes are prerequisite skills for DT within the national
curriculum. The table below outlines the most relevant early years outcomes from Birth o three to ELG,
brought together from different areas of the Early Years Foundation Stage, to match the programme of

study for DT.

The most relevant Early Years outcomes for DT are taken from the following areas of learning:

e Creating with Materials

Birth to- 3 Expressive Creating with | Explore different materials, using all their senses to-
years Arts and materials investigate them. Manipulate and play with different
Designs materials.
Make sUn,alz models which express their ideas.
3-Lt years Expressive Creating with Explore different materials freely, in order to- develop
g:is‘md' materials their ideas about how to- use them and what to- make.
ns
9 De,vzl.ap their own ideas and then decide which
materials to- use to-express them.
Join different materials and explom different textures.
Reception Expressive Creating with | Return to-and build on previous leaming,
Arts and materials ideas and de their tor
Designs refmmS wlaang a.bLLLty
represent them.
Create coiLabuthvely sha.lmg ideas, resources
and, skills.
ELG L C with | s and matertals,
and, Dosigns reating afely use e,rplom a variety of

tools and technigues, experimenting with colour,
Share their creations, explaining the protess they
have used.

Make use of props and materials when rote
playing characters in narratives and stories.
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