
It is lovely to be back at the start of a new school year and to see 

all the eager faces of the children looking smart in their school 

uniforms.  We especially welcome those who are starting with us 

for the first day of school – Nursery and nine in Reception. 

he first newsletter of the year always includes some reminders 

plus news about what has happened over the summer. 

The big change you will have noticed is the re-vamp of the Early 

Years’ playground and improved security.  As is often the case 

things are not totally finished but will be by the end of the first 

week (or so I am told!).  To accommodate a larger play area for 

our youngest children we have made the entrance path to school 

narrower.  Please try to keep off the grass as you walk into 

school, it helps to keep the school looking smart. 

By the end of the first week our gates will be electronically con-

trolled and, if you arrive outside the normal school times, you will 

need to speak to the office via the video/audio link and the gates 

will be unlocked. 

Attendance.  We monitor attendance weekly and take action 

where we believe children’s education is being affected by poor 

attendance.   I rarely authorise requests for pupils taking holidays 

in term time.  Please be advised that if you do request take your 

child out in term time and the request is refused we will pass the 

information to the Local Authority who aim to prosecute parents.  

The financial penalty is high.  The same applies if you take your 

child out without making a request. 

Punctuality.  Our school day starts at 8.30am and the first 

lessons begin at 8.40am.  I expect my teachers to start teaching 

their first lesson at 8.40.  Please make sure your child is in class 

by this time ready to learn.   It is crucial they don’t miss the first 

part of the day’s learning. 

Equipment and Uniform.  The list of uniform is on our web-

site.  Shoes should be black and no trainers please.   Girls must 

not wear leggings – trousers should be the “tailored” type.  PE kit 

needs to be in school on the day(s) your child has a PE lesson 

(teachers will put out a class newsletter with such information this 

week).   Children must have a change of footwear for PE plus a 

white/pale blue t-shirt and dark shorts.  Football kits are not re-

quired for normal PE lessons. 

Most important of all is to make sure that all clothing is 

named.     

Parking.  We would ask parents to be considerate to our 

neighbours and not park on the roadside to drop children at 

school.  We are very fortunate to have a separate car park with a 

turning area for you to use.  Please do not enter school via the 

main gates with a vehicle.   

Electronic Gates. Please note that we now have electronic 

gates.   Access to school is now controlled from within the school 

office.  This is part of our improved security measures for the pu-

pils and staff and will be enhanced by CCTV in the near future. 

At the beginning of the school day the pedestrian gate will be 

unlocked to allow open access but will be locked from 8.40am.  

After this time anyone wishing to get into school will need to press 

the buzzer and speak to the office staff.  Please note there is both 

a video and audio link.  The gate will also be unlocked at the end 

of the school day and there will be open access from 2.35pm until 

all the pupils have left (after school clubs have finished). 

The main gate for traffic will be locked at all times.  This means 

access is only possible to the school car park by pressing the 

buzzer and being allowed in by the office staff.   Parents who 

have been using the school car park from 7.30 am for Breakfast 

Club will need to park in the parents’ car park opposite the 

school.  Parents should always park in the parents’ car park and 

not park on the road.  Disabled access is via the school car park 

and a Disabled Blue Badge should be displayed when using the 

disabled parking bay. 

Should you have any concerns please contact me via the school 

office. 

School visits.   School visits and visitors into school provide 

a rich resource that enhance children’s learning.   We try to keep 

the cost of school visits to a minimum and I vet every visit to en-

sure that you are getting value for money.   We do ask all parents 

to contribute to such events – not to do so means that we are 

unable to offer such extras.   School has a small budget that we 

can access for parents who are suffering financial hardship.  

Please ask as the office for further information. 

Access to Staff.  Teaching staff are not available from 8.30 am 

until 2.45 pm (or later if they are running a club).  We do post 

support staff on the doors who will take a message to the class 

teacher for you.  Alternatively, you can leave a message at the 

school office.   Should you wish to speak directly to a teacher it is 

best to make an appointment (please call into the office or tele-

phone).  Staff are always willing to see you but it needs to be at a 

mutually convenient time. 

Breakfast Club.  Runs every morning from 7.30 am to 8.30 

am.  A choice of breakfast is available.   

Newsletters.  We send out a school newsletter in the first 

week of each half term.  Class teachers also send their own 

which gives you important news about your child’s learning.  The 

first one of the year is provided as a hard copy. Thereafter class 

newsletters are available via the school website.  If you require a 

hard copy in future please ask at the office or telephone. 

Facebook.  We have a closed Facebook group which is in-

tended to keep parents informed of events etc in school.  If you 

are not yet part of the group search for us and request to become 

accepted.  You must agree to the T&C before you will be allowed 

to join.  We regularly post photos/videos of things in school. 

Class Dojo.  If you haven ’t signed up for class dojo please do 

so.  Not only can you track your child’s rewards they get in school 

but you also can communicate directly with the class teacher. 

Finally, we do not set much homework but would ask that 

you help your child with spelling and tables/number work 

they will bring home weekly.  The most important thing you 

can do to help your child is to hear them read every day for 

10 minutes.  It will make a difference 

if done consistently. 

Mr Woollacott 
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  DIARY DATES  

 

Dates for the half term. 

Please note that the school is closed on Friday 20 September for training.   This may ap-

pear to be soon after the start of term but we have our annual CET training event where all the 

primary schools in the Trust meet in one central place and take part in training.   Nationally all 

schools have 5 training days in the year and by the end of the month we will have had 3 of ours.  

It makes sense to have them early in the year then pupils and staff can benefit from the impact 

of the training throughout the rest of the year. 

 

Wednesday 11
 
September.  The school council visit parliament. 

Thursday 12 September.  Swimming starts for Y6 and Y3 

Monday 16 September.  After school clubs start. 

Friday 20
 
September.  School closed  

Friday 11 October.  School photographs 

Tuesday 15 October.  Local democracy event (selected pupils) 

Thursday 24 October.  Harvest Festival  

Thursday 24 October PTFA disco (evening) 

Friday 25
 
October.  School closes for half term 

Monday 4 November – School reopens. 


