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Year 2 IWB File.flipchart

Subject Rationale: Music 

“Children use music to help maintain emotional and social well-being and celebrate culture and community in ways which involve entertaining or under-

standing themselves and making sense of the world around them. Children should develop their understanding, make musical judgements, apply their 

new learning, develop their aural memory, express themselves physically, emotionally and through discussion and create their own musical ideas.”  

Burnard and Murphy, 2017  

At Harpfield Primary Academy we enable all the children to develop their musical creativity 

through practical and exploratory opportunities to develop as performers, song makers, com-

posers, improvisers and listeners. Through deliberate practice, children become fluent in their 

knowledge of music. As they move through school, the children should also develop an in-

creasing understanding of the history of music, learning about music across a range of histor-

ical periods, genres, styles and traditions, including the works and lives of great composers 

and musicians.  

British Values 

Music promotes diversity and is used to express the children’s personal, emotional, social and 

cultural identity and at Harpfield music is integral to such celebrations and opportunities. 

Children not only learn about music but they will develop a love of music, many becoming 

musicians who are able to share and perform using their new knowledge some achieving Na-

tionally recognised grades. 

 We teach a balanced curriculum that is sequenced appropriately in order to build on and de-

velop the knowledge and skills required to secure children’s ability and understanding of mu-

sic. Children have opportunities to recall their musical knowledge and skills and regularly 

demonstrate their abilities through performances for parents and the wider school community. 

Creativity 

 

“Music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of creativity. A high quality music education should engage and inspire pupils to 

develop a love of music and their talent as musicians, and so increase their self-confidence, creativity and sense of achievement.” National Curriculum, 

2013  

 

Ongoing musical learning includes building on children’s prior knowledge to develop new 

knowledge about how they can improve their skills in listening and appraising, musical activi-

ties (games, singing, playing, improvising and composing, listening and performing.  

Assessment 

During music lessons and through recalls, assessments are made focusing on the content and 

performance involving qualitative verbal feedback. Learning is digitally recorded when appro-

priate through photos, videos, rewards and certificates ( class of the week, musician of the 

week, recorder karate certificates )  In addition quizzes and assessment tools give children the 

opportunity to demonstrate connected knowledge held in the long term memory but also identify 

any misconceptions which the children may have. These then are addressed immediately.  
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Harvest 

Festival 

Grieg 

Hall of the Mountain 

King 

Performance poetry in the 

style of Adagio 

§ appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great composers and mu-

sicians § develop an understanding of the history of music. 

Listen and appraise the music of Griegs Hall of the Mountain King. Identify key features of the music : repetition, or-

chestration, rhythm pattern, tempo and dynamics. Show key skills in notation ( scribing rhythmic ideas) music mapping 

and journaling key features. 

Rounds with cyclic ac-

companiments 2wks 

Christmas 

§ play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and 

expression  

Learn partner songs and rounds. Add musical ideas to develop an accompaniment showing an understanding of  the 

structure and pattern . Use musical notaion to record ideas. 

Different genre 

Music of Jazz and Blues 

12 bar blues 

§ appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great composers and mu-

sicians § develop an understanding of the history of music. 

Listen to music of artists of different genres. Focus on Jazz and Blues exploring the origins and development through 

Composition 

Create a jingle for an 

advert 

Lyric 

Melody 

Rhythm 

improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music § listen with attention to detail and recall sounds 

with increasing aural memory § use and understand staff and other musical notations  

Songwriting techniques including lyrics, rhyme, rhythm and structure, Explore the effects of repetition and other structur-

al techniques. Create an advert jingle with an accompaniment and amelody. Record and review. 

Gamalan+ 

Composition with 

Cyclic Patterns and cy-

pher notation 

 

improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music  

Revist the Gamalan and cyclic patterns, cypher notation and the instruments. Using previous 

knowleddge work in small groups to compose and play from a graphic score. Build into the story of 

Sita and Ram through narration and if possible, shadow puppets 

Production 

Singing and perform-

ing together 

§ play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and 

expression  

Prepare music for end of term / leavers. Singing and performing together songs with meaning and a 

sense of moving on. Singing in pasrts, groups and solo with confidence and awareness of an audi-

ence.Collate musical experiences thro the year and practice with sense of occasion..  
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Rounds and Partner 

Songs 

 

Harvest 

§ play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and 

expression  

Roundabou Learn partner songs and rounds. Add musical ideas to develop accompaniment and 

show understand of structure and pattern . Singing and maintaining own part while others sing 

Danse Macabre 

Saint-Seans 2 wks 

Christmas 

§ appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great composers and mu-

sicians § develop an understanding of the history of music. 

Looking at the Composer Saint Seans—-his life and works-and the music Danse Macabre. Under-

standing Symphonic Poems, inspiration for music, lyrics and rhythms as musical motifs ( zigazi-

gazig, cockadoodledoo ) setting and its influences in the composition. Listening Journal and music 

maps 

Music of India  

Gamalan—the music, 

culture and instruments 

improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music  

Exploring music from Indonesia : Culture, Instruments, traditions and music of Gamalan. Learning 

about the instruments and beliefs surrounding them, Gamalan and its place in culture and commu-

nity and the characteristic cypher notaion. Playing together as a class Gamalan from music 

The Orchestra 

Families and the instrum-

nets 

Comparing and con-

trasting 

Planets Suite 

§ appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great composers and mu-

sicians § develop an understanding of the history of music. 

Deeper into the orchestra and its families. Looking at the sounds and music of instruments form each 

family - Two pieces of classical music played on an instrument from each family to compare and 

contrast. Use musical language to show understanding of the basic elements and how they combine 

to create different ideas. Trumpet (Last Post ) Cello ( Swan and Elephant, Saint Seans ) Oboe ( Duck, 

Gabriels Oboe ) 

Rhythmic and melodic 

arrangements 

Reading Music 

§ listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory § use and understand staff and other musical notations  

Secure a firm grasp of complex rhythms based on Kodaly Ta, titi, tikatika, rest, tika-ti, ti-tika. Show 

an understanding of the maths of rhythms, segment rhythms into 3/4 or 4/4 bars, Create both com-

plex and simple 4 bar rhythm patterns to accompany songs, raps or poems. Using previous 

knowledge ( recorders)  of B A and G begin to transfer rhythmic ideas to the stave to create melodies 

Ipad orchestra 

Exploring creating a class 

piece using ipads 

improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music  

Use Garage Band app on ipads to explore sound, manipulate sound and select sounds for a particu-

lar idea. Choose 4 instruments that contrast well to divide the class into four families. Practice and 

refine stopping and starting with complete accuracy, use a strong firm beat to work with and devel-
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The Orchestra 

Seating 

Families 

Comparing and contras-

tin 

§ appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great composers and mu-

sicians § develop an understanding of the history of music. 

Exploring the orchestra and its instruments. Listen and identify the sounds of each family and their 

instruments, drawing and labelling, key coded seating plan and famous works for each section. 

Be able to discuss timbre, texture and structure of music, preferences and the place of these classical 

Paint with Sound 

Spooky 

Comparing 4 classical 

pieces (2wks) 

Christmas 

§ appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great composers and mu-

sicians § develop an understanding of the history of music. 

Hall of the Mountain King, Saint Seans; Danse Macabre, Saint Seans; Toccata and Fugue, Bach; 

Night on Bald Montain, Moussorsky. Four spooky pieces to compare and contrast purely as a listen-

ing and appraising exercise. Talking about music to show understanding of basic elements tempo, 

dynamics, timbre and pitch. How do they combine to create spooky, mysterious music? Focus -

Moussorsky Bald Mountain with Disney Fantasia and more indepth understanding 

Recorders 

Playing from stand-

ard notation 

Festival 

§ listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory § use and understand staff and other musical notations  

Recorder Festival annual opportunity. Learning to read music rhythmically and play from a score. 

Build a repertoire of 10-15 pieces of different ability levels, practice and refine, prepare for perfor-

mance at City venue. D E G A B C D 

Play it Again 

Rhythms 

Layered Ostinato 

Structure—Rondo 

§ improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music  

Working with ta titi and tikatika rest rhythms. Secure notation understanding and reading rhythms. 

Explore a Rondo ABA-STRUCTURE and create a class composition with topical focus. Read and play 

rhythms from various visual resources -Nutcracker March, Pink Panther, etc –following and playing 

The Nutcracker 

Tchaikovsky Journal - 

listening and appraising 

Elements 

§ listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory § appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and 

recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great composers and musicians § develop an understanding of the history of music. 

Use a listening Journal to gather information and record ideas and response to music. Explore The 

Nutcracker Tchaikovsky, Watching Fantasia vingnettes of each movement, suggesting what the music 

might be like,,, then editing ideas after watching. listening and appraising orchestral performances 

and discussing mood, how it made me feel, what I heard and key features. 

Animal Magic 

All about Cats 

Track of the Cat /Mr 

Mistof /Cat Mouse 

Cats! Theatre 

 

 

§ play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and 

expression  

Animal magic Focus - Cats. Listening : Track of the Cat; Memory; Mr Mistoffolees 

How does music direct and influence movement? Track of the Cat - Describe how you would move to 

this piece of music, where would you set it and what extras would you have for your performance 

Watch the theatrical performances and Learn 2 contrasting Cat Songs : Jellicle Cats and Mr Mistof 
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Paint with Sound, 

Trains and journeys 

§ appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great composers and mu-

sicians  

Use Trains and train music as a focus to demonstrate and explore how ideas and settings can be 

used to influence music composition and can paint pictures in sound. Explore music mapping and 

the journey of a train throught the Mexican countryside -Little Train from Ciapira, Look at the solo 

clarinet improvise Rhapsody in Blue, the inspiration and ideas behind the music. (Fantasia interpre-

tation ) Listen and discover the story of Rock Island Line and Lonnie Donnegan! Sing train partner 

Handels Fireworks 

Journal (2wks) 

Christmas 

§ listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory § appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and 

recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great composers and musicians § develop an understanding of the history of music. 

Listen and identify Firework sounds - Firework Bongo; Handel, The Music for the Royal Fireworks 

Composer, his life and works, the music and its origins. How does it make me feel? What do I imag-

ine? What can I hear? Can we put our firework sounds over the music to create the moment! 

Exploring Pitch: 

scales Kodaly and 

tuned instruments 

GAB 

§ play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and 

expression § use and understand staff and other musical notations  

Revisit y2 steps, slides and jumps. Sort Boomwackers  from low to high , long and short. Use Ko-

daly hand signs tonic-sol-fa; scales and steps. Learn Doh a Deer and add hand signals, scales 

and melodic ostinato to the performance. Identify second and third intervals doh ra, doh me etc and 

develop singing with pitch accuracy.  

§ improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music § use and understand staff and other musical 

notations  
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Long and short 2wks 

Harvest Festival 

§ experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music.  

Use sustained sounds and staccato sounds to demonstrate understanding of long and short sounds. 

Sort both instruments and sound picture into long or short. Identify long and short sounds. Attack 

and Decay— - Listen , discuss and create a class composition using both long and short sounds. In-

troduce 2 beat notes and 1 beat to link understanding to rhythm...Tingalayo, Create and combine both 

ideas within an accompaniment 

Pulse and Rhythm  

Kodaly notation 2wks 

 Christmas Carol Concert 

§ experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music.  

Move on from previous term and use ta and titi and rests to read and play rhythms. Work in groups 

to play short rhythmic ostinato and use rhythms to accompany songs. Distinguish between steady 

beat and rhythm - Someones in the Kitchen etc Create and combine both ideas within an accompani-

ment 

Exploring Pitch and 

tuned instruments 

Recorders 

Carnival of the Ani-

mals 

§ play tuned and untuned instruments musically § listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music  

What is pitch and which instruments can play different pitched notes. Sort classroom percussion. 

Steps, slides and jumps How we move from low to high notes. Ebenezer Sneezer steps, Popcorn 

jumps and use the voice to slide! Story sequence cards : In the park, In the house and On the Swing 

short pitch games. Carnival of the Animals exploring how characters can be represented in music 

Rain Rain 

Exploring descriptive 

sound 

Vivaldi  

Four Seasons 

§ use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes § experiment with, create, select and combine sounds 

using the inter-related dimensions of music.  

How can we use the voice, the body and instruments to create a Rain Storm. Watch video of body 

percussion Rain. Use sequence os sounds to compose a storm and draw graphics to help sequence 

the music and sounds. Motorway Song, I hear thunder, Noahs Ark. Use skills to add rain into the 

music, selecting and putting sounds in the right place, manipulating sounds to create and effect. 

Exploring sequences and 

patterns 

 

§ experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music.  

Using Hairy Scary, Hot Stone Soup and Mowgli, explore how sounds and ideas are sequenced to tell 

a story or to build ideas in a story. Create ‘music’ to represent ideas either using pictures, sounds or 

shapes.  

Performing Together 

Ensemble 

recorders 

§ play tuned and untuned instruments musically  

Introducing recorders. Posture and care, breathing and tonguing, reading music and playing together  

Accompanied by sound tracks perform short pieces in time to the music showing awareness of a 

strong beat and introductions. Learn to read and play the notes B A and G USING ta titi and rests 
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Harvest 

Feel the Beat pulse 

and rhythm 

Listening and responding to a strong beat. Using body percussion and instruments keep the beat to a 

piece of music. Stop and internalise the beat starting again in the right place. Conduct the beat using 

Elephants, Elephants and Elephants. 2/4, 3/4, 4/4 Che Che Koolay, Lilo and Stitch, Alligator Pie, 

Fabby Dee . Use Hoola Hoop rhythms ta and rest - Visually representing sounds and rests 

Autumn, Bones and 

Bonfires 

Christmas 

§ listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music  

Hairy Scary Sounds of Halloween… Ghost Pays a Visit  - What do you hear ? Drawing the sounds 

beg. Then, suddenly, end. Hairy Scary Castle with classroom sounds. Song Scary Little Skeleton click 

the beat and hide Freeze -stopping and starting 

Exploring sounds 

around us 

Noahs Ark 

Peter and the Wolf 

§ listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music  

Listen and identify sounds from recordings: In the woods, in the high street and at home. Use a sim-

ple plan of the school and draw the sounds you might hear in the kitchen, the hall, the classroom 

and the playground. Song : Sounds We Hear, Can you Hear, Explore the sounds and music from Pe-

ter and the Wolf, identifying melodies and instruments exploring how  they represent character  

Exploring pitch 

 

§ use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes § play tuned and untuned instruments musically  

Explore high sounds and low sounds. Speaking and singing in high and low voices; Listening to 

high sounds make music and low sounds.  Introduce pitched instruments -  Organise and manipulate 

sounds/ create high and low patterns. Use the high low and middle voice to sing and say the story 

of Three Bears and Jack. Sort sounds into high and low to accompany the stories 

Whats the Score 

Signs, signals and 

storyboards 

§ experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music.  

Use sound signals to give instruction eg. Ting = hide! Use pictures to command sound eg Hand = 

clap, foot = stamp (ppt) Use Dice to compose a piece of music where each number is a musical in-

struction. Represent each face of the dice with a graphic, throw the dice to test the responses. Com-
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All about me 

Actions and body 

rhythms 

Harvest 

Action songs and simple body rhythms. Develop awareness that I am an instrument! Use body per-

cussion to accompany songs with a strong beat. Follow simple graphics to direct sounds and play 

short patterns eg stamp clap stamp ( foot, hand, foot) Heads Shoulders, Slap the Sillies, Hands upon 

your Head. Make patterns of body sounds and silent actions Clap Your Hands and Wiggle  

Christmas 

performance 

Singing songs from memory with actions or simple dances. Performing to an audience using good 

posture and a strong, confident voice. Playing instruments to add sound effects and a strong beat. 

Counting beats and 

internalising beats, 

Rests and beats 

Hoola hoops and rhythms using ta and rest. Counting beats in sets of 4 and putting sounds or rest 

on the right number. Reading, playing and composing short rhythm patterns. Finding the rhythms of 

the words and using animals to create rhythm patterns eg. Spider spider  fly 

Passing the beat, thinking the beat, Big ship Sails, Ants go Marching,  

Instrumental sounds 

to express an idea in 

song or story 

Traditional Tales: Three Pigs, Three Bears, Thre Billy Goats and Gingerbread man. Sort sounds to cre-

ate an idea or effect in a story ( eg sticks, straw and bricks ) choose sounds to represent a character 

( giant, three bears etc) or play patterns to bring out repetition ( fee fi fo, can’t catch me, run run etc) 

Using sounds to tell a 

story with awareness 

of sequence 

Use sequences to develop aural memory and control, turn taking and sharing. Sing songs that tell a 

story Jack and The Beanstalk. Map out the story and  decide where we can add our music. Choose 

sounds, rhythms and ideas and slot into story board. Introduce songs for characters and sounds for 

action and effect. Decide how we can work together, in groups or alone. 

Controlling sounds : 

Loud/ quiet; fast/

slow 

Each week take an aspect of music : Loud, Quiet, Fast, Slow. Listen to a piece of music and draw the 

response ; Play instruments and control the sounds with clear stop and start;  Sing using the voice 

with increasing control. Combine elements to add interest to chosen songs 
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All about me 

Body percussion 

Harvest 

Singing songs and rhymes building a repertoire of my favourite songs. Sing about the body with ac-

tions, I can Clap My Hands etc Use the body as percussion with claps, slaps and stamps Fabby 

Dabby Dee. Sing songs to encourage responses Hello Sammy, Give opportunity to sing alone or with a 

friend. Nursery Rhymes and songs 

Christmas 

performance 

Learn Christmas songs with simple actions. Singing for an audience keeping together with others. 

Listening for introduction and starting in the right place. Use simple dances or actions and body per-

cussion to accompany songs 

Number songs 

Stopping and starting 

Use Red for Stop Green for Go Conduct stopping and starting together. Develop internalising by inter-

nalising the song when red shows and coming in when green shows. Counting songs and rhymes, -  

12345, 5 little duck, frogs, monkeys etc ; counting beats and playing counts, Dr Knickerbocker, Fabby 

doo, Following a conductor, being a conductor. 

Descriptive songs. 

Sounds in the right 

place 

Explore classroom percussion in context of story. Choose sounds for characters, actions and sound 

effects. A Very Noisey Night, Noah...Three Tapping Teddies resource 

 

Music and stories 

Sequencing sounds in 

a song 

Add sounds to Nursey Rhymes : Hickory Dickory, Humpty Dumpty, Grand Old Duke of York, Lon-

donds Burning, I hear thunder etc Choose the sounds from classroom percussion, sequence into the 

songs or rhymes and draw pictures to represent the sounds 

Loud and quiet 

Controlling sound 

Use animals to represent Loud and quiet. Listen to Carnival of the Animals excerpts  Loud Elephants, 

Lions...Quiet Swan, Aquarium, Cuckoo . Singing with loud and quiet voices, playing with loud and 

quiet sounds. Use creep and pounce as responses, copy me and the sounds I make, sound patterns 

using clap and wiggle, Bobby Bingo putting loud on each letter every verse and whisper the others 



Key Stage 1 

Pupils should be taught to:  

§ use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes  

§ play tuned and untuned instruments musically  

§ listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music  

§ experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music.  

Key stage 2  

Pupils should be taught to sing and play musically with increasing confidence and control. They should de-

velop an understanding of musical composition, organising and manipulating ideas within musical structures 

and reproducing sounds from aural memory.  

Pupils should be taught to:  

§ play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with 

increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression  

§ improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music  

§ listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory  

§ use and understand staff and other musical notations  

§ appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different tra-

ditions and from great composers and musicians  

§ develop an understanding of the history of music. 

 

Purpose of study 

 Music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of creativity. A high quality music ed-

ucation should engage and inspire pupils to develop a love of music and their talent as musicians, and so in-

crease their self-confidence, creativity and sense of achievement. As pupils progress, they should develop a 

critical engagement with music, allowing them to compose, and to listen with discrimination to the best in 

the musical canon.  

Aims  

The national curriculum for music aims to ensure that all pupils:  

§ perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and tradi-

tions, including the works of the great composers and musicians  

§ learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and with others, have the 

opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use technology appropriately and have the opportunity to pro-

gress to the next level of musical excellence  

§ understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including through the inter-

related dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical 

notations 


