
HARPFIELD PRIMARY ACADEMY 
Creative Education Trust 

‘Achieving Success Together’ 

 
Literacy Coverage 

Mastery Literacy –  

High quality whole class texts which the class spend a whole term (EYFS and 

Year 1 – Book of the Week/Author study) exploring and enjoying. Every single 

pupil experiences reading and engaging with high quality literature. Reading 

comprehension, SpAG and technical writing skills are completely embedded 

into a whole class teaching approach and taught in the context of the whole 

class text. 

 

Through careful modelling and links to high quality class texts each pupil 

becomes a prolific and effective reader and writer. Any children who are not 

keeping up with the pace of the learning are given same day (or as close to) 

intervention to ensure gaps are addressed immediately.  
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Year Group SET Class texts Genre links 

Y1 Julia Donaldson author study NARRATIVE 

 Character Description 

 Sequencing a story 

 Retelling a story 

 Changing a story 

 Different stories by the same author 
 
NON-FICTION (not linked to Julia Donaldson but taught) 

 Letter writing 

 Non-chronological report (simplified) 

 Invitations 

 Lists, labels and captions 

Y2 The Snow Queen NARRATIVE 

 Character Descriptions 

 Retelling a story 
NON- FICTION 

 Non Chronological Reports – Antarctica Link 

Y2 The Magic Finger and Matilda NARRATIVE 

 Significant author 

 Extending stories 

 Different stories by the same author 
NON- FICTION 

 Matilda – recount: diary writing 

 Job specifications/advert 

Y2  Iron Man NARRATIVE 

 Character and setting descriptions 
NON-FICTION 

 Instructions 

 Menus  

 Recount: writing a postcard – On the Beach link 
 



Y3 Dick King Smith author study NARRATIVE 

 Stories with familiar settings / author study 

 Dialogue and Play scripts 
NON-FICTION 

 Non chronological reports  

 Letter writing (formal) 

 Instructions 

Y3 Time Train to the Blitz NARRATIVE 

 Stories with a historical setting  
NON-FICTION 

 Recount: newspaper reports 

Y3 Tales of King Arthur NARRATIVE 

 Legends 
NON-FICTION 

 Biographies  

Y4 War Game NARRATIVE 

 Stories with a historical setting 
NON-FICTION 

 Adverts – Propaganda Posters 

 Recount: diary writing 

 Letter writing (informal) 

Y4 Toro Toro NARRATIVE 

 Stories from other cultures 
NON-FICTION 

 Book review 

 Recipes  

 Persuasion (travel brochures)  
 

Y4 Tom’s Sausage Lion NARRATIVE 

 Adventure stories 

 Character descriptions 
NON-FICTION 

 Play scripts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Y5 Greek Myths NARRATIVE 

 Greek myths 

 Comparisons between different versions of the same myth 
NON-FICTION 

 Non-chorological report 

Y5 Hugo Cabret NARRATIVE 

 Setting and character descriptions 

 Story openers 
NON-FICTION 

 Biographies / author profile 

 Information text 

Y5 How to Train Your Dragon NARRATIVE 

 Film narrative / book comparison 

 Setting descriptions 
NON-FICTION 

  Instructions 

 Explanation text 

Y6 Harris Burdick NARRATIVE 

 Horror stories  
NON-FICTION 

 Persuasive letter  

Y6 Wolf Brother NARRATIVE 

 Story predictions  

 Stories with a flashback 
NON-FICTION 

 Balanced argument 

 Newspaper report 

 Recounts 

Y6 Shakespeare NARRATIVE 

 Play script 
NON-FICTION 

 Information text  

DISCRETE POETRY UNITS UNLESS THERE ARE LINKS TO THE CLASS TEXT. 
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Literacy – EYFS  

Essential Coverage – Book of the Week 

 

 

 

 

EYFS 
Reading expectations: Each child should be heard to read at least once a week, in addition to a high quality guided reading session. Independent activities 
during guided reading must have a reading focus. Reading diaries to be checked at least twice weekly to ensure children are reading at home and to open 
up possibilities for a dialogue between school and parents/carers.  Children to take home one fiction and one non-fiction book. 
Spoken 
Language 

Speaking 
Use words to sequence and sustain talk; 
Speak clearly and audibly to a large 
group; Vary voice and intonation with 
purpose 

Listening 
Ask relevant question, follow 
instructions and remember main points; 
Identify points of interest when listening 
to a story. 

Drama 
Use improvisation and work in role to 
explore characters and situations; 
Present dramatisations to others in class 

Group Discussion 
Ask and answer relevant questions / 
suggest ideas to others; 
Take turns as a speaker and listener 

Word Level Phonological Development – Letters and 
Sounds Phase 1-4 

Handwriting  – cursive flick to join.   

Sentence Level Understand when a piece of writing makes sense and when it does not.  Knows how to predict words during shared reading based on knowledge of sentence structures 
and grammar.  Know that words are order from left to right.  Understand that they need to read from left to right in order to understand what is written.  Know that they 
must use a capital letter for the start of their own name. 
 

VCOP happily ever after;  ‘Run’ (he walked and 
he walked . . . ); a lean cat; a mean cat; 
Alliteration; 

. . who . . . Once upon a time;  One day;  Early one 
morning; And; Then;  Next;  Until / till;  
But;  So;  Finally; Luckily;  Unfortunately. 
(through T4W)  
 

 

SPaG Word Class:  ADVERBS (luckily; unfortunately);  PREPOSITIONS (down; into; over; out; on; to).  

Exciting 
Sentences 
 

Reception/Year 1 1A (2 adjectives before/after 1 noun) It was an overgrown, messy garden.  Or, 
It was a lifeless tree in a messy garden. 

Characterisation and Setting. 

Reception/Year 1 LIST It was a cold, wet, miserable and misty 
morning. 

Plot, setting and characterisation. 
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Literacy – Year 1  

Essential Coverage – Author Study: Julia Donaldson 

Year 1 
Reading expectations: Each child should be heard to read at least once a week, in addition to a high quality guided reading session. Independent activities 
during guided reading must have a reading focus. Reading diaries to be checked at least twice weekly to ensure children are reading at home and to open 
up possibilities for a dialogue between school and parents/carers. Children to take home one fiction and one non-fiction book.  
Spoken 
Language 

Speaking 
Speak in a way that is clear and 
easy to understand; 
demonstrate good phonic 
knowledge by clearly 
pronouncing sounds within 
words; convey simple 
information showing 
awareness of what the listener 
needs to know; vary voice and 
intonation with purpose.  

Listening 
Sift information and focus on 
the main points; see 
clarification when a message is 
not clear; understand 
instructions with more than 
one point.  
 
 

Drama 
Use improvisation and work in 
role to explore characters and 
situations; 
Present dramatisations to 
others in class; 
Talk about dramatic effects.  
 

Group Discussion  
Take turns to talk, listening 
carefully to the contributions of 
others; Ask and answer 
relevant questions / suggest 
ideas to others; Consider 
alternatives, agree what to do, 
and report to another group. 

Vocabulary 
Use subject specific vocabulary 
to explain and describe; 
suggest words or phrases 
appropriate to the topic being 
discussed. 
 
 
 

Reading  
(Word Reading 
and 
Comprehension) 

Continued Phonological Development 
– Letters and Sounds 1-5; Phase 5 
Reading. Year 1 common exception 
words. 

Match graphemes for all phonemes; read accurately by blending sounds; read words with common suffixes; read contractions 
and understand purpose; read phonics books aloud; link reading to own experiences; join in with predictable phrases; discuss 
significance of title and events; make simple predictions.  

Writing 
(Transcription 
and 
Composition) 

Handwriting – cursive flick to join. 
Comfortable and efficient pencil grip. 

Name letters of the alphabet; spell very common ‘exception’ words; spell days of the week; use very common suffixes and 
prefixes; form lower case letters correctly; form capital letters and digits; compose sentences orally before writing; read own 
writing to peers or teachers.  

SPaG Spelling 
Refer to Spelling 
PoS and year 
group exception 
words. 

Punctuation 
 Finger spaces; capital letters, full 
stops, questions marks, 
exclamation marks; capital letter 
for proper nouns; capital letter for 
personal pronoun I. 

Grammar and Vocabulary 
Plural noun suffixes (adding s or es), suffixes to words 
where there is no change to root word (eg: help, 
helping, helped); how prefix un changes meaning of 
verbs and adjectives (eg: kind-unkind); join words and 
clauses with and.  

Grammatical Terms  
Letter; capital letter; word; singular and plural; 
sentence; punctuation; full stop; question mark; 
exclamation mark.  

Exciting 
Sentences 
 

Reception/Year 1 1A (2 adjectives before/after 1 noun) It was an overgrown, messy garden.  Or, 
It was a lifeless tree in a messy garden. 

Characterisation and Setting. 

Reception/Year 1 LIST It was a cold, wet, miserable and misty 
morning. 

Plot, setting and characterisation. 
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Literacy – Year 2 

Essential Coverage  - Roald Dahl (The Magic Finger), Hans Christian Anderson (The Snow Queen), Ted Hughes (Iron Man) + 

Poetry 

Year 2 

Reading expectations: Each child should be heard to read at least once a week, in addition to a high quality guided reading session. Independent activities during guided reading must 
have a reading focus. Reading diaries to be checked at least twice weekly to ensure children are reading at home and to open up possibilities for a dialogue between school and 
parents/carers. Children to take home one fiction and one non-fiction book.  

Spoken 
Language 

Speaking 
Identify syllables within words;  
Convey simple information 
showing awareness of what the 
listener needs to know; 
Use words to sequence and 
sustain talk; Speak clearly and 
audibly to a large group; Vary 
voice and intonation with 
purpose.  

Listening 
Sift information and focus on 
main points; understand 
instructions with more than 
one point; Listen with 
sustained concentration to 
others in the class and to an 
adult speaking; Identify points 
of interest when listening to a 
story.  

Drama 
Use improvisation and work in 
role to explore characters and 
situations; Present 
dramatisations to others in 
class; Talk about dramatic 
effects.  

Group Discussion 
Vary language between formal 
and informal according to the 
situation; Add humour to a 
discussion or debate where 
appropriate.  

Vocabulary 
Use subject specific vocabulary 
to explain and describe; 
Suggest words or phrases 
appropriate to the topic being 
discussed;  
Identify homophones.  

Reading  
(Word Reading 
and 
Comprehension) 

Phonological Development – Letters and Sounds 
Phase 1-5; Phase 5 Writing. Year 1 and Year 2 
common exception words. 

Develop phonics until decoding secure; read common suffixes; read and re-read phonic appropriate books; read 
common ‘exception’ words; discuss and express views about fiction, non-fiction and poetry; become familiar with 
and retell stories; ask and answer questions; make predictions; begin to make inferences.  

Writing 
(Transcription 
and 
Composition) 

Handwriting – cursive flick to join. Joining patterns 
for letter families. 
 

Spell by segmenting into phonemes; learn to spell common ‘exception’ words; spell using common suffixes; use 
appropriate size letters and spaces; develop positive attitude and stamina for writing; record ideas sentence-by-
sentence; make simple additions and changes after proof reading.  
 

SPaG 
Ensure Year 1 
content is 
secure before 
moving on to Y2. 

Spelling 
Refer to Spelling 
PoS and year 
group exception 
words. 

Punctuation  
Capital letters, full stops, question 
marks, exclamation marks; use of 
commas in a list; use of 
apostrophes for contraction (did 
not – didn’t); use of apostrophes to 
show singular possession in nouns 
(eg: the girl’s bag) 

Grammar and Vocabulary 
Using suffixes in nouns (eg: ness, er); using suffixes in adjectives (eg: er, est); 
using suffix ly to change adjectives into adverbs; use subordination in 
sentences (eg: if, when, that, because); to use coordination in sentences (eg: 
of, and, but); know how to expand noun phrases for description or 
specification (2A sentences); know how the grammatical pattern in a 
sentence indicates its function  - statement, question, exclamation or 

Grammatical Terms  
Noun and noun phrase; 
statement, question, 
exclamation, command; 
compound sentence; adjective; 
verb; adverb; suffix; past tense 
and present tense; apostrophe; 
comma.  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

command; choose and consistently use correct tense – past and present; 
know what a noun, adjective and verb is.  

 
 
 
 

Exciting 
Sentences 

 

1A (2 adjectives before/after 1 
noun)  

It was an overgrown, messy garden.  Or, It was a lifeless tree in a 
messy garden.  

Characterisation and Setting.  

LIST  It was a cold, wet, miserable and misty morning.  Plot, setting and characterisation.  
BOYS (But, Or, Yet, So) 
Not to be over-taught!!  

It was a beautiful morning for a walk, so he set off quite happily.  Plot.  Can also be used in 
characterisations – similar to O.I. – 
or setting descriptions.  

2A (2 adjectives before/after 2 
nouns)  

It was an overgrown, messy garden with a lifeless, leafless tree.  Characterisation and Setting.  

1_ed (1 related adjective)  Frightened, they ran from the creature.  Characterisation and plot.  
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Literacy – Year 3 

Essential Coverage - Authors: Dick King Smith Author Study, Sophie McKenzie (Time Train to the Blitz), Tales of King Arthur 

+ Poetry 

Year 3 
Reading expectations: Each child should be heard to read at least once a week, in addition to a high quality guided reading session. Independent activities 
during guided reading must have a reading focus. Reading diaries to be checked at least twice weekly to ensure children are reading at home and to open 
up possibilities for a dialogue between school and parents/carers. Children to take home one fiction and one non-fiction book.  
Spoken 
Language 

Speaking 
Use intonation to 
emphasise grammar and 
punctuation when 
reading aloud and to 
bring stories to life.  

Listening 
Engage in discussions making 
relevant points; ask for specific 
additional information to 
clarify; understand meaning of 
some phrases beyond the literal 
interpretation.  

Drama 
Improvise dialogue and 
events to interpret key 
ideas and issues; 
Perform plays to an 
audience; 
Evaluate performances 

Group Discussion 
Use talk to plan and organise work in a group; 
Participate in group work; Work in groups of 
different sizes and take on different roles; 
Sustain group work over time, organising group 
numbers and resources. Make relevant 
comments or ask questions in a discussion or 
debate.  

Vocabulary 
Use vocabulary that is 
appropriate to the topic 
being discussed or the 
audience that is listening.  

Reading  
(Word Reading 
and 
Comprehension) 

Continue with securing Phonological 
Development – Phases 1-5 Letters and 
Sounds.  
Teach reading through weekly Guided 
Reading sessions. Year 3 common 
exception words. 

Use knowledge to read ‘exception’ words; read range of fiction and non-fiction; use dictionaries to check meaning; prepare 
poems and plays to perform; check own understanding of reading; draw inferences and make predictions; retrieve and record 
information from non-fiction books; discuss reading with others.  

Writing 
(Transcription 
and 
Composition) 

Use diagonal and horizontal strokes to 
join; understand which letters are best 
left unjoined; increase legibility, 
consistency and quality of handwriting.  

Use prefixes and suffixes in spelling; use dictionary to confirm spellings; write simple dictated sentences; plan to write based 
on familiar forms; rehearse sentences orally for writing; use varied rich vocabulary; create simple settings and plot; assess 
effectiveness of own and others’ writing; use a Thesaurus;  

SPaG 
Ensure Year 1 
and 2 content is 
secure before 
moving onto 
Year 3 content. 

Spelling 
Refer to 
Spelling PoS 
and year 
group 
exception 
words. 

Punctuation  
Capital letters, full stops, question 
marks, exclamation marks; use of 
commas in a list; use of apostrophes 
for contraction (did not – didn’t); use 
of apostrophes to show singular 
possession in nouns (eg: the girl’s bag); 
use inverted commas to punctuate 
direct speech.  

Grammar and Vocabulary 
Use prefixes in nouns (eg: super, anti, auto); use a or an correctly; express 
time, place and cause using: conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions; know 
word families based on common words, showing how they are related in 
meaning (eg: solve, solution, solver); know what a main and subordinate 
clause is (noun, who/which/where sentence); use commas accurately (BOYS, 
noun, w/w/w); collect and classify adjectives; collect and classify verbs; use 
variety of conjunctions to join clauses.  Find synonyms;  explore synonyms 

Grammatical Terms  
Adverb; preposition; 
conjunction; prefix; word 
family; main clause and 
subordinate clause; direct 
speech and speech marks; 
consonant and vowel.  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

and antonyms; organise words or information alphabetically; develop words 
for ‘said.’   

 
 
 
 
 

Exciting 
Sentences 
(essential 
coverage) 

Year 3 / Year 4 2_ed (2 related 
adjectives)  

Frightened, terrified, they ran from the creature.  Characterisation and plot.  

Year 3 / Year 4 Double ly ending  He laughed loudly and heartily.  Characterisation and plot.  
Year 3 / Year 4 SIMILE (Like a . . ./ as 

a . . .)  
Although it was August it was as cold as a late December 
evening.  

Characterisation and setting.  

Year 3 / Year 4 Emotion word, 
(comma)  

Desperate, she screamed for help.  Characterisation and plot – adds 
emotion.  

Year 3 / Year 4 Verb, person  Plodding, he seemed to have been walking for ever.  Characterisation.  Useful story 
opener.  

Year 3 / Year 4 MANY QUESTIONS  Where is the treasure? the diamonds? the gold? the rubies?  Plot.  
Year 3 / Year 4 Ad, same ad  It was a silent town, silent in a way that did not make you feel 

restful.  
Characterisation and setting.  

Year 3 / Year 4 SHORT  Then it happened.  Everything failed.  Oh no!  Plot.  
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Literacy – Year 4 

Essential Coverage - Michael Morpurgo (Tom’s Sausage Lion), Michael Morpurgo (Toro Toro), Michael Foreman (War 

Game) + Poetry 

Year 4 
Reading expectations: Each child should be heard to read at least once a week, in addition to a high quality guided reading session. Independent activities 
during guided reading must have a reading focus. Reading diaries to be checked at least twice weekly to ensure children are reading at home and to open 
up possibilities for a dialogue between school and parents/carers. Children to take home one fiction and one non-fiction book.  
Spoken 
Language 

Speaking 
Use a mixture of sentence lengths to 
add interest to discussions and 
explanations; use intonation to 
emphasise grammar and punctuation 
when reading aloud.  

Listening 
Engage in discussions making relevant 
points; ask for specific additional 
information to clarify; understand 
meaning of some phrases beyond the 
literal interpretation; Listen attentively 
in discussion by following up points, 
agreeing or disagreeing with other 
speakers; 

Drama 
Improvise dialogue and 
events to interpret key ideas 
and issues; 
Perform plays to an 
audience; 
Evaluate performances.  
 

Group Discussion  
Respectfully challenge opinions 
or points, offering an 
alternative; seek clarification by 
actively seeking to understand 
others’ view points. 

Vocabulary 
Use interesting 
adjectives, 
adverbial phrases 
and extended noun 
phrases in 
discussion. 

Reading  
(Word Reading 
and 
Comprehension) 

Continue to teach through weekly 
Guided Reading sessions. Year 4 
common exception words. 

Secure decoding of unfamiliar words; read for a range of purposes; retell some stories orally; discuss words and phrases that 
capture the imagination; identify themes and conventions; retrieve and record information; make inferences and justify 
predictions; recognise a variety of forms of poetry; identify and summarise ideas.   

Writing 
(Transcription 
and 
Composition) 

Use diagonal and horizontal strokes to 
join; understand which letters are 
best left unjoined; increase legibility, 
consistency and quality of 
handwriting.  

Correctly spell common homophones; plan writing based on familiar forms; organise writing into paragraphs; use simple 
organisational devices; proof read for spelling and punctuation errors; evaluate own and others’ writing; read own writing 
aloud.   

SPaG 
Ensure Year 
1,2,3 content is 
secure before Y4 
content. 

Spelling 
Refer to 
Spelling PoS 
and year 
group 
exception 
words. 

Punctuation 
 Use of apostrophe to show plural 
possession (eg: the teachers’ staffroom); 
use of inverted commas and all other 
punctuation to indicate direst speech; use 
of commas after fronted adverbials (eg: 
carefully, she opened the door) – (ly 
opener). 
 

Grammar and Vocabulary 
To know noun classifications (eg: common, proper, abstract, collective, 
pronoun); know the grammatical difference between plural and 
possessive S; to understand and use Standard English forms instead of 
local forms (eg: we were..not we was; John and I...not Me and John; I 
was given...not I got given); appropriate choice of pronoun or noun 
within writing; know what an article is and identify them when reading; 
to be aware of the use of connectives within writing and for different 

Grammatical Terms  
Determiner; proper, common, 
abstract, collective nouns and 
pronoun; article; connective; 
adverbial; Standard English.   



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  

forms.  Find synonyms; explore synonyms and antonyms; organise 
words or information alphabetically; develop words for ‘said.’   

Exciting 
Sentences 

 

Year 3 / Year 4 2_ed (2 related adjectives)  Frightened, terrified, they ran 
from the creature.  

Characterisation and plot.  

Year 3 / Year 4 Double ly ending  He laughed loudly and heartily.  Characterisation and plot.  
Year 3 / Year 4 SIMILE (Like a . . ./ as a . . .)  Although it was August it was 

as cold as a late December 
evening.  

Characterisation and setting.  

Year 3 / Year 4 Emotion word, (comma)  Desperate, she screamed for 
help.  

Characterisation and plot – 
adds emotion.  

Year 3 / Year 4 Verb, person  Plodding, he seemed to have 
been walking for ever.  

Characterisation.  Useful story 
opener.  

Year 3 / Year 4 MANY QUESTIONS  Where is the treasure? the 
diamonds? the gold? the 
rubies?  

Plot.  

Year 3 / Year 4 Ad, same ad  It was a silent town, silent in a 
way that did not make you feel 
restful.  

Characterisation and setting.  

Year 3 / Year 4 SHORT  Then it happened.  Everything 
failed.  Oh no!  

Plot.  
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Literacy – Year 5 

Essential Coverage - Authors: Brian Selznick (Adventures of Hugo Cabret), Cressida Cowell (How to Train Your Dragon), 

Marcia Williams (Myths and Legends) + Poetry 

Year 5 
Reading expectations: Each child should be heard to read at least once a week, in addition to a high quality guided reading session. Independent activities 
during guided reading must have a reading focus. Reading diaries to be checked at least twice weekly to ensure children are reading at home and to open 
up possibilities for a dialogue between school and parents/carers. Children to take home one fiction and one non-fiction book.  
Spoken 
Language 

Speaking 
Vary the length and structure of 
sentences; ask questions and make 
suggestions to take an active part in 
discussions.  Use Standard English 
appropriately; Use persuasive 
techniques deliberately to influence 
the listener; Use spoken language 
imaginatively, engaging the attention 
and interest of the listener. 

Listening 
Analyse and evaluate how 
effectively speakers use language 
to argue and persuade; 
Sustain listening to different 
sources, making their own notes; 
understand how to answer 
questions that require more than 
a yes/no or single sentence 
response.  

Drama 
Reflect on how different techniques 
for working in role help to explore 
complex issues; 
Devise and perform a play for a 
specific audience; 
Evaluate aspects of a live performance 
(characterisation, dramatic effects, 
suitability for different audiences) 

Group Discussion 
Understand and use a variety 
of ways to support, challenge 
and accept criticism; 
Negotiate and make 
decisions, taking account of 
alternatives and 
consequences; debate using 
relevant details to support 
points. 

Vocabulary 
Use adventurous 
and sophisticated 
vocabulary; 
explain the 
meaning of 
words, offering 
alternatives.  

Reading  
(Word Reading 
and 
Comprehension) 

Continue to teach through weekly 
Guided Reading sessions.  

Apply knowledge of morphology and etymology when reading new words; read and discuss a broad range of genres and texts; 
identify and discuss themes; make recommendations to others; learn poetry by heart; draw inference and make predictions; 
discuss authors’ use of language; retrieve and present information from non-fiction texts; formal presentations and debates.  

Writing 
(Transcription 
and 
Composition) 

Write legibly, fluency and with 
increasing speed; choose whether or 
not to join specific letters; choose the 
writing implement that is best suited 
for the task.  

Secure spelling, including homophones, prefixes, silent letters etc; use a thesaurus; plan writing to suit audience and purpose; 
develop character, setting and atmosphere in narrative; use organisational and presentational features; use consistent 
appropriate tense; proof reading; perform own compositions.  
 
 
 

SPaG 
Ensure Year 
1,2,3,4 content 
is secure before 
Y5 content. 

Spelling 
Refer to Spelling PoS 
and year group 
exception words. 

 Punctuation  
Use of brackets for extra information 
{Outside.(Inside.)  sentence}; use 
commas and dashes to clarify 
meaning and avoid ambiguity (eg: ‘A 
man-eating shark’ as opposed to ‘A 
man eating shark’).  

Grammar and Vocabulary 
To use adverbs to indicate a degree of possibility (eg: perhaps, surely); 
to use modal verbs to indicate a degree of possibility (eg: might, 
should, will, must); to use relative clauses – who, which, where, when, 
whose, that (eg: that’s the boy who lives near school, the prize that I 
won was a book); to investigate word order in a sentence (eg: which 

Grammatical Terms  
Modal verb; relative clause; 
relative pronoun; parenthesis; 
bracket; dash; ambiguity. 



 
 
 

 
 

are essential to meaning? Which can be deleted without damaging 
the meaning? Which words can be moved into a different order?) 
 
 

Exciting 
Sentences 

 

Year 5/6 3_ed (3 related adjectives) Frightened, terrified, exhausted, they ran from the creature.  Characterisation and plot.  
Year 5/6 De: De (Description: Details) I was exhausted: I hadn’t slept for more than two days.  Characterisation, setting 

and plot.  
Year 5/6 O. (I.) (Outside. Inside) He laughed heartily at the joke he had just been told.  (At the 

same time it would be true to say he was quite embarrassed.)  
Characterisation.  

Year 5/6 If, if, if, then If I hadn’t found that watch, if the alarm hadn’t gone off, if it 
hadn’t scared those burglars, then I wouldn’t be sitting here 
today.  

Plot.  Useful story opener.  

Year 5/6 All the W’s (Sentence opener 
with one question only) 

Why is our climate changing? 

Any sentence that begins with Who? What? When? Where? 
Why? Would? Was? Will? What if?  

Plot.  

Year 5/6 Personification of weather  The wind screamed through the branches.  Setting  
Year 5/6 The more, the more 

(The less, the less . . .; The 
more, the less . . .;  The less, 
the more . . .) 

The more angry he became, the more he hammered his fist on 
the table.  

Characterisation.  

Year 5/6 Irony The ‘trip of our dreams’ was, in fact, our worst nightmare.  Plot.  
Year 5/6 Noun, which / who / where 

sentences 
Snakes, which scare me, are not always poisonous.  Complex sentences that 

can be used in all genres.  
Year 5/6 3 Bad – (dash) question? Greed, jealousy, hatred – which of these was John Brown’s worst 

trait?  
Characterisation.  
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Literacy – Year 6 

Essential Coverage - Chris Van Allsburg (The Mysteries of Harris Burdick), Marcia Williams (Shakespeare), Michelle Paver 

(Wolf Brother), Extracts from a range a texts linked to Set Design + Poetry 

Year 6 
Reading expectations: Each child should be heard to read at least once a week, in addition to a high quality guided reading session. Independent activities 
during guided reading must have a reading focus. Reading diaries to be checked at least twice weekly to ensure children are reading at home and to open 
up possibilities for a dialogue between school and parents/carers. Children to take home one fiction and one non-fiction book.  
Spoken 
Language 

Speaking 
Comment on grammatical structure of a range 
of spoken and written accounts; Organise and 
shape a talk, making connections between 
ideas and drawing on different points of view; 
Use Standard English appropriately; Use 
persuasive techniques deliberately to 
influence the listener; Use spoken language 
imaginatively, engaging the attention and 
interest of the listener.  

Listening 
Recognise and explain some 
idioms; understand irony 
(when it is obvious); Analyse 
and evaluate how effectively 
speakers use language to 
argue and persuade;Identify 
the importance of some key 
differences between formal 
and informal spoken 
language; 
 

Drama 
Reflect on how different 
techniques for working in role help 
to explore complex issues; 
Devise and perform a play for a 
specific  audience; 
Evaluate aspects of a live 
performance (characterisation, 
dramatic effects, suitability for 
different audiences) 

Group Discussion 
Negotiate and compromise 
by offering alternatives; 
offer alternative 
explanations when others 
don’t understand; 
Understand and use a 
variety of ways to support, 
challenge and accept 
criticism; Take different 
roles effectively, including 
leading the group.  

Vocabulary 
Use a wide range 
of phrases that 
include 
determiners, 
modifiers and 
other techniques 
to add extra 
interest and 
clarity.  

Reading  
(Word Reading and 

Comprehension) 

Continue to teach through weekly Guided 
Reading sessions.  

Read a broad range of genres; recommend books to others; make comparisons within/across books; support inferences 
with evidence; summarise key points from texts; identify how language, structure, etc contribute to meaning; discuss use 
of language including figurative; discuss and explain reading providing reasoned justifications for views.  

Writing 
(Transcription 
and 
Composition) 

Write legibly, fluency and with increasing 
speed; choose whether or not to join specific 
letters; choose the writing implement that is 
best suited for the task. 

Use knowledge of morphology and etymology in spelling; plan writing to suit audience and purpose; use models of 
writing; develop character and setting in narrative; select grammar and vocabulary for effect; use a wide range of 
cohesive devices; ensure grammatical consistency. 

SPaG 
Ensure Year 
1,2,3,4,5 
content is 
secure before Y6 
content. 

Spelling 
Refer to 
Spelling PoS 
and year group 
exception 
words. 

Punctuation  
Use hyphens to clarify meaning 
and avoid ambiguity (eg: recover vs 
re-cover); use semi colons and 
colons to mark the boundary 
between independent clauses 
(some;others sentence, De:De 
sentence).  

Grammar and Vocabulary 
The difference between informal and formal language (eg: find out – discover, 
ask for – request, go in – enter); the difference between informal and formal 
language in writing. (eg: informal question tags – He’s your friend, isn’t he? Or 
Formal subjunctive forms – If I were..., Were they to come...); To investigate 
how words are related by meaning as synonyms and antonyms; the use of 
active and passive voice to affect the presentation of information in a 
sentence; use a wider range of cohesive devices (eg: adverbials such as, on the 

Grammatical Terms  
Subject and object; active and 
passive voice; synonym and 
antonym; ellipsis; hyphen; 
colon; semi colon; cohesion, 
bullet points.  



 

other hand, in contrast); to have a thorough understanding of sentence 
structures.   
 
 

Exciting 
Sentences 

 

Year 5/6 3_ed (3 related adjectives) Frightened, terrified, exhausted, they ran 
from the creature.  

Characterisation and plot.  

Year 5/6 De: De (Description: Details) I was exhausted: I hadn’t slept for more than 
two days.  

Characterisation, setting and plot.  

Year 5/6 O. (I.) (Outside. Inside) He laughed heartily at the joke he had just 
been told.  (At the same time it would be 
true to say he was quite embarrassed.)  

Characterisation.  

Year 5/6 If, if, if, then If I hadn’t found that watch, if the alarm 
hadn’t gone off, if it hadn’t scared those 
burglars, then I wouldn’t be sitting here 
today.  

Plot.  Useful story opener.  

Year 5/6 All the W’s (Sentence opener with one question 
only) 

Why is our climate changing? 

Any sentence that begins with Who? What? 
When? Where? Why? Would? Was? Will? 
What if?  

Plot.  

Year 5/6 Personification of weather  The wind screamed through the branches.  Setting  
Year 5/6 The more, the more 

(The less, the less . . .; The more, the less . . .;  The 
less, the more . . .) 

The more angry he became, the more he 
hammered his fist on the table.  

Characterisation.  

Year 5/6 Irony The ‘trip of our dreams’ was, in fact, our 
worst nightmare.  

Plot.  

Year 5/6 Noun, which / who / where sentences Snakes, which scare me, are not always 
poisonous.  

Complex sentences that can be 
used in all genres.  

Year 5/6 3 Bad – (dash) question? Greed, jealousy, hatred – which of these was 

John Brown’s worst trait?  

Characterisation.  

Year 6  Imagine 3 examples  Imagine a place where the sun always 
shines, where wars never happen, where no-
one ever dies:  in the Andromeda 5 system, 
there is such a planet.  

Plot and addressing the reader 
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Spelling Coverage 

 
 
 
 

Reception PoS Graphemes, VC/CVC/CVCC Words Consonant Digraphs 

Spelling List – break 

down into phase 2 

sounds as appropriate 

0:1 0:2 

 

0:3 0:4 0:5 0:6 0:7 0:8 0:9 0:10 

Focus at ap an it Ip in Ot Et ut ick, ock, uck H b f ff ll ss j, w, v, x y z qu sh th ch sh th ch 

Stage 0 PoS Con Digraph Vowel Phonemes Long Vowel Phonemes 

Spelling List 0:11 0:12 0:13 0:14 0:15 0:16 0:17 0:18 0:19 0:20 

Focus ng ng ing ar or ur ow O

w 

oi ea

r 

ea

r 

air Er er ur

e 

ai ai aid ee ee ee igh igh igh oa

t 

oa oal oo oo oo 

Stage 0 PoS Consonant Digraphs (Final Blends) Consonant Digraphs and Trigraphs (Initial Blends) 

Spelling List 0:21 0:22 0:23 0:24 0:25 0:26 0:27 0:28 0:29 0:30 

Focus – recap of 

phase 3 along with an 

emphasis on including 

phase 4 

ed nd st ft lt nt lk Nk sk lp m

p 

sp Sl pl fl cl bl gl cr dr fr gr pr tr sm sn sw str spr spl 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 1 PoS 

+ EXCEPTION 

WORDS 

k sound l sound s, z sound f sound w sound ch sound v sound final y as ee syllables compounds 

Spelling List 1:1 1:2 1:3 1:4 1:5 1:6 1:7 1:8 1:9 1:10 

Focus C K ck l ll ll s ss zz f ff ph W wh wh tc

h 

ch ch v ve ve y y y       

Stage 1 PoS Long Vowel Phonemes 

Spelling List 1:11 1:12 1:13 1:14 1:15 1:16 1:17 1:18 1:19 1:20 

Focus ai Ay a-

e 

ee ea e-

e 

igh ie i-e ow oa o-

e 

Ew ue u-

e 

ai,ea,ie,oa,ue magic e ay,ee,igh,ow,ew ie -y oe oo oo oo 

Stage 1 PoS Vowel Digraphs/Trigraphs Vowel Suffixes Prefixes 

Spelling List 1:21 1:22 1:23 1:24 1:25 1:26 1:27 1:28 1:29 1:30 

Focus ow O

w 

ou oi oi oy ar ar or or

e 

aw au Er ir ur air ar

e 

ea

r 

s es es ing ed er er er est un un dis 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 2 PoS 

+ EXCEPTION 

WORDS 

j sound c sound k, s Silent Endings sounding le Apostrophe Vowels 

Spelling List 2:1 2:2 2:3 2:4 2:5 2:6 2:7 2:8 2:9 2:10 

Focus dg

e 
Ge g soft c c k w g -le -le -le -el -al -al -il -il -ol contractions contractions possession y sounding eye 

Stage 2 PoS Vowel Sounds Homophones 

Spelling List 2:11 2:12 2:13 2:14 2:15 2:16 2:17 2:18 2:19 2:20 

Focus y sounding ee ey sounding ee a sounding or a sounding o o sounding u or ir ea ai, a-e ee, ea silent k silent w 

Stage 2 PoS Vowel Suffixes Consonant Suffixes 

Spelling List 2:21 2:22 2:23 2:24 2:25 2:26 2:27 2:28 2:29 2:30 

Focus e with er, est e with ed, ing y with er, est y with ed, ing er, est ed, ing ful, less ly, ness ily, iness tion 



 
 

 
 

Year 3 PoS 

+ EXCEPTION 

WORDS 

Vowel Suffixes Consonant Suffix Prefixes 

Spelling List 3:1 3:2 3:3 3:4 3:5 3:6 3:7 3:8 3:9 3:10 

Focus ing ing ed er ion ion ly ly un, dis, mis in, il, ir 

Stage 3 PoS Vowel Sounds and Letter Strings Irregular Tenses Homophones 

Spelling List 3:11 3:12 3:13 3:14 3:15 3:16 3:17 3:18 3:19 3:20 

Focus y sounding i ou as u,ow,oo a as ei,eigh,ey sure,ture,tch o to e i to a common ai, a-e ee, ea st, ssed 

Year 4 PoS 

+ EXCEPTION 

WORDS 

Prefixes Suffixes 

Spelling List 4:1 4:2 4:3 4:4 4:5 4:6 4:7 4:8 4:9 4:10 

Focus super,sub,inte

r 

anti,non,auto pre, de, re in, imp, imm ing er, ed ous ous tion, cian sion, ssion 

Stage 4 PoS Vowel, Consonant Sounds Apostrophe Irregular Tenses Homophones 

Spelling List 4:11 4:12 4:13 4:14 4:15 4:16 4:17 4:18 4:19 4:20 

Focus ch sounding k ch, as sh,g,k sc sounding s a as ei,eigh,ey plural possession eep to ept ent to end long o long i 



 
 

 

 
 

Year 5 PoS  

+ EXCEPTION 

WORDS 

Vowel Suffixes 

Spelling List 5:1 5:2 5:3 5:4 5:5 5:6 5:7 5:8 5:9 5:10 

Focus cious, tious cial, tial ant ent ance ance ence able able, ible ably, ibly 

Stage 5 PoS Vowel Suffix Vowel Sounds Letter String Silent Letters Homophones 

Spelling List 5:11 5:12 5:13 5:14 5:15 5:16 5:17 5:18 5:19 5:20 

Focus suffix to fer ie, ei sounds ough silent b, c silent g, k silent h, k silent n, t silent u, w ce, se ow, ou 

Year 6 Additional 

+ EXCEPTION 

WORDS 

Hyphens Unstressed Letters Latin Prefixes Roots 

Spelling List 6:1 6:2 6:3 6:4 6:5 6:6 6:7 6:8 6:9 6:10 

Focus prefixes homophones adjectives vowels vowels consonants uni, bi, tri circ,tele,trans min,mag,multi tract, struct 

Stage 6 Additional Suffixes Roots and Affixes (Multisyllabic) 

Spelling List 6:11 6:12 6:13 6:14 6:15 6:16 6:17 6:18 6:19 6:20 

Focus en, ify, ate ness ity, ility ial, ious form, trust joy, agree cover, act assist, light child, sign take, help 
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TEACHING POETRY 

There is a specific language associated with poetry which pupils need to know and use.  It is important that children are able to use this language so that 

they can discuss poetry in a meaningful way.  In a sense the vocabulary of poetry has the same use as being able to talk about nouns and verbs in grammar. 

Key Stages 1 and 2: 

Line  (referring to a line of poetry within a poem).  It can be one word or even one letter long. 

Rhyme.   (how some words rhyme even though their spellings can be different and how half rhymes can work).  Children also need to know early on that 

not all poems rhyme and that the use of rhyme has a specific purpose. 

Stanza.   A poem is sometimes divided in stanzas (also known as verses but children need to use the correct language) 

Syllable; Words are divided by the number of “sounds” in the word.  These are usually marked by a dash above the word for each syllable.    

Similes:  Use of “is like” or “is as” for comparative purposes 

Alliteration:   Where consecutive words use the same sound or letter, usually at the beginning of the word.    

Adjective:  A word that describes a noun in a sentence 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Lower KS2 

All of the above plus: 

Anthology:  A collection of poems, stories or songs  

Refrain:  Is part of a poem that is repeated at intervals throughout the poem 

Chorus:  Part of a poem that is repeated at the end of each stanza 

Couplet:   A pair of lines which usually rhyme.   Thus “a rhyming couplet”. 

Rhyming patterns:   The most common form of rhyming patterns in four line stanzas or poems are: AAAA, ABAB, AABB or ABBA.  There are others though 

(about 15 in all) 

Syllabic pattern:   Poems may use patterns of the number of syllables in a series of lines:  Eg. A Haiku has three lines consisting of 5, 7 and 5 syllables. You 

may get stanzas in some poems that typically have 4 lines of 8 syllables.  Different types of poetry have different syllabic patterns.   Children need to know 

how to work out the syllabic patterns in different poems and be experienced in using them. 

Personification:  Is another stylistic literary device.  Here an inanimate object (fog for instance) is given human qualities.  Eg the dense fog wrapped itself 

around the tree and hugged it tightly. 

Upper KS2 

All of the above plus: 

Quatrain:   A stanza or a whole poem consisting of 4 lines.  Usually a quatrain has a rhyming pattern (see above). 

Metre:  It can get technical but is worth pursuing.  A line of poetry often sounds to have a natural rhythm or beat.  This is the metre.   The metre is most 

commonly seen as a sequence of feet.  A foot is a sequence of syllabic types, most commonly being an unstressed syllable followed by a stressed syllable.  

Five on these in one line gives you an iambic pentameter.     

Some examples: 
×  /   ×   /   ×    /      ×  /     ×   / 
So long as men can breathe, or eyes can see, 
 ×  /    ×      /   ×     /   ×     /    ×   / 
So long lives this, and this gives life to thee. 
Sonnet 18 Shakespeare 



 

 
Poetry to be taught: 

Year 2 

 Shape Poems 

 Acrostics (start of line) 

 Riddles 

 Poem to learn by heart:   Sound Collector 

Year 3   

 Performance 

 Free Verse 

 Diamante 

 Poem to learn by heart:  The Magic Box 

 

Year 4 

 Acrostic (end of line) 

 Cinquain 

 Haiku 

 Poem to learn by heart:  Colonel Fazackerly 

Year 5 

 Epic 

 Kenning 

 Pantoum 

 Poem to learn by heart:  Macavity Cat 

Year 6 

 Sonnets 

 Odes 

 Limmericks 

 Poem to learn by heart:   

 


